Volume 77, Number 6 "Hearing impairment is a major problem throughout the world . Deafness can lead to significant reductions in the quality of life, impai red hum an relation s, reduc ed access to employment and diminished productivity." This is the opening statement of recommend ation s made to the World Health Organization (WHO; Geneva, Switzerland). The recommendations were drafted by a group, of which I was a part, that met on May 7 at the Harv ard University School of Pub lic Health to discus s hea ring impairment and to honor Professor Jun-ichi Suzuki , MD as the' 1997-1998 Okinaga Visiting Profe ssor at Harvard. Dean James Ware and Dr. Joseph Brain hosted the eve nt whic h was followe d by a symposium on hearing impairment. Professor Suzuki pointed out that Dr. Bjoern Thy lefors is an ophthalmologist working as director of both blindness and deafne ss prevention in the WHO in Gene va. Dr. Andrew Smith is a pediatrici an and the only other person workin g for prevention of deafness and hearing impairm ent in the WHO . Th ey need the help of ear specialists. Dr. Harvey Coates, of Perth , West Austra lia, added that studies in his country show that individuals with profound hearing loss obtain, on average, only a third -grade educ ation. It is evident that impairment of hearing is a major prob lem in the world and that much can and should be done to preve nt and treat it. Examples include univer sal meas les imm unization, education regarding hearing loss and consang uinity, and educ ation for otolary ngologis ts in modern surgical techniques for the treatment of chronic suppurative otitis medi a. As a result of our meeting, a formal recommendation is being sent to the WHO for the addition of several ear specialists to the WH O staff and a major worldwide effort to defin e the prob lem and develop and implement a plan to elimin ate hearing impairment. This endeavor will req uire the commitment of adequate resources and the support of all otologists.
